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I am alarmed by the changes proposed in the NSW Government discussion paper on the
remake of the Coastal Integrated Forestry Operation Approvals.

Taken together, the proposed changes represent a substantial reduction in environmental
protection and a serious threat to our native forests and wildlife.

The government’s stated commitment to maintaining timber supply from our public native
forests at current levels is incompatible with the long term protection of their
environmental values. Current timber supply commitments are known to be unsustainable
– failure to address this issue will result in severe impacts on biological diversity and
forest health.

The proposal to remove limits on logging intensity opens the way for widespread clear
felling of our native forests. Removing the requirement to conduct pre-logging surveys
for threatened species and habitat features will place those species at increased risk.

Removing the longstanding prohibition on logging on steeply sloping land will increase
soil erosion and water pollution, promote weed invasion and threaten landscape scale
wildlife corridors. Furthermore, the discussion paper does not adequately address
important threats to forest health, including invasive weeds and forest dieback.

I am strongly opposed to the proposed changes, and call on the NSW Government to
abandon this ill-considered plan to weaken protection for our native forests and wildlife.

I am also concerned that the “have your say website”
http://www.haveyoursay.nsw.gov.au/  and the EPA website
http://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/forestagreements/coastIFOAs.htm are indicating today, 5th

April  that the opportunity to make submissions has closed, when the advertised closing
time was Sunday 6th April

 
Donald
 
Prof. Don White
___________________________________
Chairperson
Nature Conservation Council NSW
Email:   whitedon@bigpond.net.au
Phone:  02 9389 6728
Web:      www.nccnsw.org.au
___________________________________
Please consider our environment before printing this email.
 

Please feel free to subscribe to Nature News online , the Nature Conservation Council’s fortnightly e-newsletter, and
get informed about important environmental news, education programs, events and action alerts in NSW.
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Help protect the water we drink, the air we breathe and the places we love.
Please visit nccnsw.org.au/support to make a donation.
 
 

http://nccnsw.org.au/support

