
NSW has banned some single-use plastic items.  
It is illegal to supply them. 

Banned items include:
•	 lightweight plastic bags less than 35 microns thick
•	 single-use plastic straws, stirrers and cutlery
•	 single-use plastic plates and bowls without lids.

These items are banned even if they are made from:
•	 biodegradable plastic
•	 compostable plastic (including  

Australian-certified compostable plastic)
•	 bioplastics.

What is a plastic item?
If an item contains any amount of plastic, it is a 
plastic item. 

If an item looks or feels like plastic, it is likely to 
contain plastic.

Why are bioplastics banned?
Plastic is usually made from fossil fuels. While some 
plastics are now made from natural materials such 
as plants, and may also be biodegradable and/or 
compostable, they are still plastic.

Most items made from bioplastic and ‘compostable 
plastic’ don’t decay naturally when littered or 
sent to landfill, creating just as big a problem as 
conventional plastic.

Plastic bans:  
Bioplastics



Some common examples of bioplastics include:

•	 cellulose acetate
•	 polylactic acid (PLA)
•	 polybutylene succinate (PBS)
•	 polyhydroxyalkanoates (PHA).

Marketing terms don’t mean it’s  
not plastic
Plastic items might be marketed as:

•	 bioplastic
•	 biodegradable
•	 compostable
•	 plastic-free
•	 oxo-degradable

•	 ‘green’
•	 plant-based 

(e.g. made from 
sugarcane,  
wheat starch or  
corn starch).

Use of these terms doesn’t affect whether we 
consider an item to be plastic.

What should I do?
If you think an item might contain plastic, consider 
using another material such as:
•	 paper
•	 cardboard
•	 wood

•	 bamboo
•	 vegetable fibre, 

including bagasse.

It is illegal to supply banned plastic  
items and you could be fined. 

Fines start at $1,100 for individuals and $5,500 for 
corporations. 

For more information or advice
Environment Line 131 555
Plastics information plastics@epa.nsw.gov.au

Scan to find 
out more about 
plastic bans


