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The compliance of each premise with the conditions attached to the statutory instruments held, and with
environmental legislation administered by the EPA, is described in the individual compliance audit reports
on the premises listed in Appendix A. This report summarises the areas of concern identified from the ‘non-
compliances’ and ‘further observations’ reported in the individual compliance audit reports.

Non-compliances are reported where there is clear evidence of a breach of licence conditions. Where an issue
of environmental concern is observed that does not strictly relate to the scope of the audit or assessment of
compliance, the issue is reported as a further observation. Further observations are indicators of potential non-
compliances or areas where environmental performance may be improved.
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•  Generation of odour from the site, due to the storage of solid waste on site until a suitable method of
disposal was identified (1 of the 8 premises audited).
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•  Incompatible waste types such as hazardous, industrial and solid wastes and recyclable materials were not
segregated in separate bins or containers, with the potential to cause explosions or fire (4 of the 8 premises
audited).

•  Waste containing chemical residues, or likely to be classified as hazardous or industrial waste, was
directed to landfill or to a destination for disposal unknown to the licensee (3 of the 8 premises audited).

•  Hazardous waste was not transported by a waste transporter licensed under the Protection of the
Environment Operations Act 1997 (3 of the 8 premises audited).

Site occupiers should identify and characterise all waste types generated at the premises and should be aware
of the most suitable method of the handling, storage and disposal of each type of waste. Operational
procedures and process controls should be developed to achieve the most suitable method of handling wastes
generated. To ensure safety at the premises as well as environmentally acceptable disposal of waste, operators
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should store incompatible waste types in separate bins or containers.  Several waste types generated by the
drum reconditioning process are not suitable for disposal to landfill, and must be transported and disposed of
by transporters and premises licensed to handle these wastes. 

Consideration should be given to the waste management hierarchy where waste avoidance is a priority,
followed by re-use and recycling/reprocessing, with disposal as the last resort.  If receipt or generation of waste
materials cannot be avoided, operators should re-use on-site or recycle the materials where feasible.  Operators
should ensure that waste identified for recycling is stored separately from other waste.
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•  air emissions monitoring equipment not being maintained in a proper and efficient manner or inoperable
(2 of the 8 premises audited)

•  failure to monitor the operating efficiency of pollution control equipment (2 of the 8 premises audited)

•  failure to time-mark records of smoke emission monitoring and to record opacity meter measurements on
a chart recorder, as required by the licence (1 of the 8 premises audited)

•  inadequate monitoring of pollutants discharged to atmosphere, due to insufficient collection of samples
or failure to undertake monitoring in accordance with specified methods (1 of the 8 premises audited).
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Under the Clean Waters Act 1970, operators were required to obtain a Pollution Control Approval before
installing, altering or replacing plant and equipment that was likely to alter the level of pollution from the
plant.  It should be noted that Pollution Control Approvals are no longer required under the Protection of the
Environment Operations Act 1997, however variations to the licence may be needed for certain works.
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•  The Certificate of Compliance (now Statement of Compliance) required to be submitted to the EPA was
not submitted or was submitted after the due date (4 of the 8 premises audited).

•  The record of pollution complaints kept by the licensee, in accordance with the licence, was incomplete
 (1 of the 8 premises audited). This requirement was only applicable to 2 of the 8 premises.

•  Failure to notify the EPA of all parcels of land on which a scheduled activity was conducted, resulting in
an inaccurate premises definition on the Environment Protection Licence (1 of the 8 premises audited).

•  Failure to formally advise the EPA of the names and telephone numbers of those people authorised by the
licensee to speak on behalf of the licensee or to provide information as required by the licence (1 of the
8 premises audited). This requirement was only applicable to 2 of the 8 premises.
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The waste tracking system was developed to monitor the movements of hazardous, industrial and Group A
wastes from ‘cradle to grave’.

The following non-compliances were identified at 6 of the 8 audited premises that had been issued with Waste
Activity Licences under the Waste Minimisation and Management Act 1995.

•  Failure to advise the EPA in writing that waste had not been transported from the premises during
specified reporting periods (6 of the 8 premises audited).

•  Failure to record and/or retain all information relating to consignments of waste transported from the
premises (5 of the 8 premises audited).

•  Failure to supply to the EPA the required information for each destination within NSW which received
waste from the premises, or failure to supply this information by the due date (4 of the 8 premises audited).

•  Failure to supply to the EPA the required information for each transporter that transported waste from the
premises, or failure to supply this information by the due date (4 of the 8 premises audited).

•  Failure to accurately identify the waste that was transported from the premises in accordance with the
relevant description set out in the EPA’s Waste Guidelines (3 of the 8 premises audited).
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•  Failure to obtain a consignment authorisation number from the consignee when transporting waste from
the premises (2 of the 8 premises audited).
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•  Failure to complete an approved waste data form in relation to consigned waste, in accordance with the
instructions on the form (2 of the 8 premises audited).

•  Failure to ensure that waste was transported to a place that was licensed by the EPA to issue consignment
authorisation numbers and to accept that class of waste (1 of the 8 premises audited).

•  �����	
�������������	����4�����������4�

� �	��������4��
��������	������������
	� �	�����
��	�����	�
�

 	�����
��	
���
��!*�� ���
�8��	
���
�������
�$�

•  Failure to notify the EPA of a suspected breach of the Act relating to the licensing of persons undertaking
scheduled activities (1 of the 8 premises audited).

•  Failure to inform the EPA that written confirmation of the receipt of waste from the premises was not
received within 21 days of dispatch (1 of the 8 premises audited).
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All site occupiers who handle hazardous, industrial and Group A wastes must be aware of, and comply with,
the operational and procedural requirements of the waste tracking system.

Operators should ensure waste is accurately classified, and consignment numbers obtained prior to transport
to pre-arranged destinations. Operators should also pay particular attention to the waste tracking reporting
requirements.  This includes quarterly reporting of wastes transported from the premises and, where no waste
has been transported within the specified quarter, submitting a ‘nil’ report to the EPA.
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