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9 January 2017 
 
 
 
EPA Air Policy 
PO Box A290 
Sydney South, NSW 1232 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
Re: Submission on the Clean Air for NSW consultation paper 
 

Wingecarribee Shire Council supports the NSW Government’s initiative to update the 
actions required to maintain clean air. The Clean Air for NSW consultation paper outlines a 
good balance of actions across major sources including industry, transport and household 
impacts on air quality.  

In addition, it would be useful to investigate the barriers to implementing some  
of the actions in regional areas. Particular issues for regional areas include:  

 the feasibility of using electric vehicles and developing supporting infrastructure,  

 reducing open burning from garden maintenance in order to maintain clean air  

for local communities, 

 building infrastructure for active transport, such as bike paths/lanes to further reduce 

transport impacts.  

Industry 

Wingecarribee Shire Council supports the review of load based licence standards to provide 
a mechanism to deal with cumulative impacts for both air and water discharges.  

Transport 

As part of the clean air actions, the NSW Government could investigate the barriers to 
electric vehicle infrastructure in regional urban precincts to allow adoption in regional areas 
as well as metropolitan areas. Wingecarribee Shire Council has already taken the initiative 
to install an electric vehicle recharge station at our visitor information centre to facilitate 
sustainable tourism in our area. Support to expand the network would be welcome, in 
particular, encouraging businesses to establish their own recharge stations as council land 
and funds are limited. 
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While much of the focus is on urban use of electric vehicles, finding ways to encourage  
a fast-charger network that allows people to move beyond Sydney could be a catalyst for an 
increase in the uptake of electric vehicles in both urban and regional areas. Electric vehicle 
initiatives could also link to low carbon tourism programs, such as the Blue Mountains 
program established through the Low Carbon Living Cooperative Research Centre. 

Research and case studies into the ways regional councils can benefit from electric fleet 
vehicles would be useful. Information would need to take into consideration requirements  
for commuting in council vehicles, access to maintenance and garaging arrangements, 
impact of peak demand costs for charging at a council owned facilities where garaging 
overnight is not an option. 

The Clean Air for NSW paper does not identify actions to support alternative transport 
options which would reduce air emissions, such as cycling, electric bikes, mobility scooters 
and walking. Infrastructure to support alternative transport options is especially important in 
areas where public transport is limited. This kind of infrastructure is often difficult for regional 
councils to implement quickly due to the high construction costs and maintenance 
requirements for additional off-road infrastructure. The resilience of regional communities 
can be improved by supporting increases of this kind of infrastructure. 

Improvements in public transport in regional areas should also be included in the actions to 
maintain clean air. In our shire, there are currently a large number of residents commuting 
by car each day to Sydney as the trains have proven slow and unreliable. A commuter 
express train to Sydney would reduce the impact of commuting by car in this growing 
region. 

Wood smoke reduction 

The need for wood heating is linked to building design and efficiency for both new and 
retrofitted buildings. With cold winters, building efficiency is important in the Wingecarribee 
local government area. Making the link between good building measures and the reduced 
need for wood heating explicit and information widely available would be useful. Information 
that focuses on specific regions and actions, for example, financial and liveability studies on 
how much difference retrofitting insulation and efficient glazing can make in a particular 
region, would be beneficial in our region where use of wood heating is high. 

Some research on wood heater replacement programs suggests that this mechanism 
speeds up the decisions of those already considering replacing old heating, but does not 
necessarily get additional people to replace their wood heater. Any wood heater exchange 
incentive program would need to target both contexts to deliver a sustained benefit. 

Hazard reduction and open burning 

Wingecarribee Shire Council recommends expanding the actions that reduce household 
emissions to cover backyard burning, that is, burning of vegetation from garden 
maintenance. In doing this, it would be useful to recognise the difference between bushfire 
hazard reduction burning and backyard burning for garden maintenance.  
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Backyard burning is used as a waste disposal mechanism, not directly related to bushfire 
risk. Backyard burning is frequent over the winter months in our region, causing complaints 
and some health issues reported by the community. However, backyard burning for garden 
maintenance is not covered by any of the actions proposed for households or open burning 
and could achieve significant reductions.  

Many councils surrounding Sydney permit burning material from garden maintenance as  
a waste disposal measure. While the rules around who can burn are established at a local 
government level, the NSW Government could identify ways to change culture and support 
reduction of backyard burning. This would facilitate policy decisions at a local government 
level.  

Ways in which the NSW Government could impact backyard burning may be to promote 
information on alternative methods of disposal for garden vegetation such as:  

 Support for increasing green organics bin services for dense or growing regional 

local government areas,  

 Continuing to support delivery of community programs on effective mulching  

or composting, 

 Providing clear and widespread information on the impacts of smoke through 

advertising campaigns or other resources to allow widespread culture change,  

 Utilising behaviour change research to develop successful programs that go beyond 

building awareness of smoke impacts.  

It would also be useful to clearly state, under which emission source (wood heating  
or prescribed burning for hazard reduction) the impacts of backyard burning are covered in 
the pollution data.  

Communicating the impacts of smoke 

Wingecarribee Shire Council supports any efforts to increase community understanding  
of the impacts of smoke, information on conditions suitable to burning and regionally specific 
pollution forecasting. 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide input into the actions to maintain clean air. If you 
would like any further information, my contact details are below. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
 
 
Barry Arthur 
Manager Environment and Sustainability 


