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Overview
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1. Air Quality Index, for June to August 2018

2. Air pollution timeseries, PM10, PM2.5 , NO2, O3

3. High particle pollution events

o High PM2.5 events: Woodsmoke during 14-16, 21 July 2018

o High PM10 event: Dust storm on 4 August 2018



Air Quality Index: Namoi Region, June to August 2018
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92%

Good

to

Fair



Days above air quality benchmarks, June to August 2018

4 days PM10 : 25 June, 20 July, 4 & 31 August 2018

4 days PM2.5 : 14, 15, 16 & 21 July 2018
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Regional PM10 24-hour averages, June to August 2018

Very Good to Fair, except during regional dust storms
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Regional PM2.5 24-hour averages June to August 2018

Very Good to Fair, except on cold, calm nights
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Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2) maximum 1-hour averages at

Gunnedah, June to August 2018

Very Good
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Ozone (O2) maximum 1-hour averages at

Gunnedah, March to July 2018

Very Good to Good
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Seasonal Weather and Climate
Rainfall ‘very much below average’

Day time temperatures ‘very much below average’ 

Night time temperatures ‘below average’

‘Intense Drought’                                             South-easterly winds           

-easterly winds
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High PM2.5 pollution events: Gunnedah, 14 - 21 July 2018

PM2.5 24-hour average levels - Fair to Poor

Peak PM2.5 1-hour average levels overnight 

Very low temperatures (below 0ºC) and wind speeds overnight

Suggests impacts of domestic woodsmoke

Contrast with Wil-gai
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High PM10 pollution: Regional dust storm, 4 August 2018

PM10 24-hour average Poor to Very Poor

Dust was transported long-range, by westerly winds during
the passage of a low-pressure system and associated cold front.
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High PM10 pollution: Regional dust storm, 4 August 2018
The PM10 maximum 1-hour level reached 473 µg/m3 at Gunnedah, 

at 2:00 pm, during the dust storm on 4 August 2018.
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Summary: Namoi / NW Slopes Winter Air Quality
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92% Very Good to Fair

Local and regional particle sources

affected air quality.

PM2.5 ~ local woodsmoke (4 days)

PM10 ~ regional dust (4 days)



Community reporting
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Online Air Quality Index and data

Online air quality newsletter

Online Air Quality Index and data
Online Newslettr


Questions?
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Next time   



Regional dust storm, 22 November 2018
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PM10 24-hour average Poor to Hazardous

at 30 ambient air quality monitoring stations 



Regional dust storm, 22 November 2018

17

Dust was transported long-range, by strong to gale force westerly winds

with the passage of a low-pressure system and associated cold front.



Regional dust storm, 22 November 2018 - High PM10

The PM10 maximum 1-hour average 
Tamworth: NSW peak of 540 µg/m3 at 3:00 pm

Rozelle, near Sydney CBD: peaked of 309 µg/m3 at 10:00 am

Bathurst: peaks of 248 µg/m3 at 8:00 am, 244 µg/m3 at 7:00 pm, 267 µg/m3 at 11:00 pm 
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Questions?
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Thank you  


