
The Environment Protection Authority (EPA) has made some changes to the Private Native Forestry (PNF) Code 
of Practice for Northern NSW. 

The new PNF Code for Northern NSW can be downloaded 
from the EPA’s website at www.epa.nsw.gov.au/pnf/index.htm. 
You can also contact your local EPA office for copies of the  
new Code.

This fact sheet explains what the changes mean for landholders. 

Changes to the rules for logging in high 
erosivity areas in the Northern Rivers 
Catchment Management Area 
The new Code replaces the ban on logging operations between 
the months of December and March in specific areas of the 
Northern Rivers Catchment Management Area where:

 • the rainfall erosivity is 6,000 or greater, and

 • groundslopes are 20 degrees or steeper.

PNF PVP holders operating in these areas will now be able to 
conduct forestry operations between December and March by 
implementing the following conditions:

 • one snig track or extraction track, extending from felling 
operations to a log landing, is open and in use at any one 
time

 • drainage structures are immediately installed on those snig 
tracks or extraction tracks (or sections of these tracks)  that 
are no longer required and

 • drainage structures are installed at the end of each day of 
operations for each snig track and extraction track that has 
been used during that day. 

These changes have been made by replacing clause 5.2.3 (2) of 
the 2008 PNF Code of Practice for Northern NSW with a new 
clause 5.2.4 in the 2013 Code that allows landholders greater 
flexibility in managing forestry operations approved under their 
PNF Property Vegetation Plans. 
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Dry Grassy Tallowwood–Greygum Forest. Photo, Adrian Macdonald. 
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Other minor changes to the PNF Code 
for Northern NSW
Several other minor changes have been made to the PNF Code 
for Northern NSW:

 • The Introduction has been updated to reflect the new 
definition of the ‘private native forestry’ adopted by the 
Native Vegetation Regulation 2013 – the definition has been 
expanded to include Crown Land that is not Crown timber 
land. This will allow Crown lease landholders to apply for a 
PNF PVP rather than a clearing PVP when undertaking private 
native forestry.

 • Agency names have been updated following the 
establishment of the EPA in February 2012 – the EPA approves 
PNF PVPs and monitors compliance with PNF Code of 
Practice. 

Who do the changes apply to?
Landholders who may wish to take advantage of the new 
arrangements for logging on steep slopes in the Northern Rivers 
Catchment Management Area will be contacted by the EPA and 
invited to vary their Property Vegetation Plans. The EPA will then 
vary PNF PVPs to adopt the new Code where landholders agree 
to this change.  

All new PNF PVPs approved in Northern NSW will adopt the new 
PNF Code of Practice. 

More information
For more information:
 • Phone the EPA on 131 555
 • email forestry@epa.nsw.gov.au
 • fax (02) 6640 2539
 • visit www.epa.nsw.gov.au/pnf

Note: This information does not constitute formal legal advice. Please seek specific advice from the Environment Protection Authority before 
undertaking any forestry activity.
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