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Accidentally 
felled

A tree is accidentally felled into any 
area of land only if it is apparent that 
techniques of directional felling were 
used in an attempt to fell the tree away 
from the area. Despite the above, a tree 
is not accidentally felled into an area if 
the person responsible knew or could 
reasonably have been expected to know 
that the tree would fall into the area.

36

Backcut Relates to tree felling. The backcut is the 
final cut made to fell the tree. It is on the 
opposite side of the direction of fall. Also 
see ‘scarf’.

39

Batter An earth slope formed from fill material 
(fill batter) or cut into the natural hillside 
(cut batter) during road construction.

30, 44, 45, 
51, 54, 55, 
56, 57

Cohort A group of trees developing after a single 
disturbance event.

21

Diameter at 
breast height 
over bark 
(DBHOB)

The diameter of a tree measured at 1.3 
metres above the ground. Measurements 
are made over the bark and horizontal to 
the trunk.

84

Directional 
felling

The felling of a tree so it falls in a pre-
determined direction.

26, 28, 29, 
36, 39

Dispersible 
soil

A structurally unstable soil which readily 
disperses into its constituent particles 
(clay, silt, sand) in water.

20, 42

Drainage 
depression

A shallow depression with a smoothly 
concave cross-section that conveys runoff 
only during or immediately after periods 
of heavy rainfall.

33, 37, 38
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Drainage 
feature

A drainage depression, drainage line, river 
or watercourse.

8, 33, 34, 
35, 36, 37, 
38, 40, 41, 
42, 47, 58, 
60, 61, 63, 
64, 65, 68, 
69, 79

Drainage line A channel down which surface water 
naturally concentrates and flows. Drainage 
lines exhibit one or more of the following 
features which distinguish them from 
drainage depressions:

evidence of active erosion or  »
deposition, e.g. gravel, pebble, rock, 
sand bed, scour hole or nick point

an incised channel more than 30  »
centimetres deep with clearly defined 
bed and banks

a permanent flow. »

33, 37, 38, 
83

Drainage 
structure

A structure designed to convey water 
away from a road, track or area of soil 
disturbance.

41, 46, 48, 
55, 57, 64, 
67, 68, 72

Earth 
windrow

A mound of soil material or gravel on 
the edge of a road or snig track formed 
by the spillage from the edge of a blade 
or similar machine during earthmoving 
operations.

54, 69

Exclusion 
zone

An area of land (within a specified 
distance of landscape features identified 
in Tables C or F) where forestry operations 
are prohibited, unless otherwise allowed 
under the Code.

28, 29, 36, 
37, 38, 39, 
45, 62, 65, 
71

Extraction 
track

A track constructed for use by 
forwarding machinery.

32
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Food resource 
trees

Trees with recent V-notch incisions or 
other incisions made by a yellow-bellied 
glider or squirrel glider. Recent incisions 
are incisions less than two years old as 
evidenced by the fact the incision has not 
grown over.

21, 22, 25

Forestry 
operations

All clearing resulting from activities 
associated with forest management 
including harvesting operations, 
construction and maintenance of roads 
and tracks, and prescribed burning 
for regeneration.

1, 4, 8, 9, 
10, 15, 16, 
18, 19, 20, 
21, 25, 28, 
29, 31, 35, 
36, 37, 40, 
66, 73, 76, 
78, 79, 88

Gabion A wire cage filled with rocks used to 
stablise stream banks. 

63

Geotextile Cloth or clothlike materials intended 
for use in the soil, usually for filtering 
or containing soil water. Often used to 
prevent or control erosion.

63

Girders High-quality logs used in a round- or 
flat-faced form to support a deck such 
as a bridge, wharf or a large end-section; 
heart-free, sawn timber suitable for 
heavy construction.

2

Gully stuffer A drainage feature crossing formed by 
filling the drainage feature with trees, 
debris, spoil, soil, rock or other material to 
the level of the road or track.

60, 62, 69

Habitat tree A tree retained for habitat purposes under 
the Code.

15, 21, 29

Harvesting 
operations

Harvesting operations include:

timber felling, snigging and extraction »

construction and maintenance  »
of log landings, snig tracks and 
extraction tracks.

71, 73
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Heathland Areas dominated (covers more than 50% 
of the area) by shrubs generally less than 2 
metres tall at maturity.

19

Highly 
erodible soil

A soil where the particles are readily 
detached and transported by erosive 
forces. The presence of these soils may be 
identified by evidence of existing erosion 
(gully or rill erosion), or by commonly 
known problem soil types, e.g. some 
coarse-grained granites.

20, 31, 40

Incised 
channel

A channel more than 30 centimetres 
deep with clearly defined bed and banks.

33

Log landing An area (usually cleared) where timber 
products are assembled for processing 
and sorting before being loaded onto 
a truck.

8, 40, 53, 
64, 65, 67, 
69, 70, 71, 
72, 74, 75, 
79

Machinery 
exclusion zone

Land within 10 metres of the top edge of 
the bank of any unmapped drainage line.

37, 38

Mass 
movement

The downslope movement of greater 
than 10 cubic metres of soil, where 
gravity is the primary force or where 
no transporting medium such as wind, 
flowing water or ice is involved.

20, 31, 32

Nest trees Trees with nests or roosts of any species of 
raptor, including powerful owls, barking 
owls, sooty owls and masked owls.

Trees with nests of colonial-nesting water 
birds (groups of stick-nests).

21, 24

Net 
harvestable 
area

The area under the PNF PVP where 
harvesting is permitted in accordance 
with the Code.

36, 38, 39
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Old growth Ecologically mature forest where the 
effects of disturbance are now negligible. 
This includes an area of forest greater than 
5 hectares where:

the overstorey is in late to over-mature  »
growth stage with the presence 
of relatively large old trees (many 
containing hollows and often with the 
presence of dieback or dead branches in 
the crown)

the age (growth) structure of the stand  »
measured as relative crown cover 
consists of less than 10% of regeneration 
and advance growth and more than 
10% of late to over-mature (senescent) 
growth

the effects of unnatural disturbance are  »
now negligible

Old growth woodlands west of the  »
Great Dividing Range, while comprising 
a characteristic canopy of late to over-
mature trees (many with hollows), may 
comprise a woodland structure with less 
diverse or often shrubby understorey 
and a groundcover of grasses and herbs.

19

Portable mill 
site

A site where a portable mill (easily 
movable milling equipment) operates.

8, 53, 64, 
65, 67, 70, 
71, 72, 74, 
79

Protected 
trees

trees required to be retained under  »
section 4.2

plants of the genus  » Xanthorrhoea (grass 
trees), genus Allocasuarina (forest oak) 
and genus Banksia

other trees that are required to be  »
retained by the Code.

21, 25, 26



94

Glossary of forestry terms

Term Description Page #

Pulp logs Logs cut and prepared primarily to 
produce wood pulp for the manufacture 
of reconstituted products including paper 
and panel board.

2

Recruitment 
tree

A tree capable of developing hollows to 
provide habitat for wildlife and which 
comes from the next smaller cohort than 
habitat trees.

21, 22, 23

Regenerate Renewing tree cover by establishing young 
trees naturally or artificially. 

13, 16, 23

Reno mattress Similar to a gabion, but the wire cage 
is long and flat (looking like a mattress). 
Used to stabilise stream crossings.

63

Riparian 
exclusion 
zones

Those areas within the distances 
specified for ‘Drainage feature’ as listed in 
Table F where forestry operations are not 
permitted, unless otherwise allowed by 
this Code.

29, 35, 36, 
38, 39, 45, 
71

Road Any route used for vehicular access 
to, and the transport of logs from, the 
point of loading (log landing) within the 
forest area.

4, 8, 19, 
28, 30, 32, 
36, 40, 41, 
42, 43, 44, 
45, 46, 47, 
48, 49, 50, 
51, 52, 53, 
54, 57, 58, 
61, 63, 67, 
71, 73, 74, 
75, 78, 79

Road prism That part of the road from the inflexion 
point at the toe of the fill batter to the 
inflexion point at the top edge of the cut 
batter. Where there is no cut or fill batter 
as part of the road, the road prism is to be 
taken from the outside edge of the table 
drain on either side of the road.

45
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Rocky 
outcrops 
and cliffs

A ‘rocky outcrop’ has an area of 0.2 
hectares or larger, where 70% or more 
of the surface is composed of exposed 
boulders of more than 0.6 of a metre 
in diameter. ‘Cliff ’ means a rocky slope 
steeper than 70 degrees and more than 
three metres high.

20

Rollover bank A crossbank constructed with a smooth 
cross-section and gentle batters, which is 
well-compacted.

51, 52, 53

Roost trees Trees with nests or roosts of any species of 
raptor, including powerful owls, barking 
owls, sooty owls and masked owls, and 
trees which support maternity bat roosts.

21, 22, 24

Sawlog Log of a species suitable for processing 
through a sawmill into solid 
timber products.

2

Scarf Relates to tree felling. The scarf is the 
wedge-shaped piece of wood that is cut 
from the side of the tree in the direction 
of fall. It is also known as the face cut or 
notch cut.

39

Silvicultural 
operations

The activities associated with the 
management of trees within a forest for 
the purpose of meeting sustainable long-
term productivity objectives, including 
thinning, single tree selection and 
creation of canopy openings.

4, 8, 10, 
11, 12, 14

Snig track A track used by snigging or 
skidding equipment.

13, 14, 15

Spoon drain A drain with a semi-circular cross-section, 
which has no associated ridge of soil. Its 
capacity is solely defined by the excavated 
channel dimensions.

8, 40, 58, 
64, 65, 66, 
67, 68, 69, 
71, 73, 74

Stand height Mean height of the five dominant trees in 
the stand. Measurement of stand height 
must conform to methods described in 
approved guidelines.

50, 52, 53
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Stocking level A measure of the frequency of occurrence 
of tree stems assessed as being 
capable of growing to canopy level. 
Measurement of stocking levels must 
conform with methods described in 
approved guidelines.

9, 13, 15, 
17, 84, 88

Thinning A silvicultural practice where some trees 
are removed in order to increase the 
growth of retained trees.

16

Timber 
products

Commercial timber products removed 
from or felled within the forest, including 
sawlogs, veneer logs, poles, girders, piles 
and pulp logs.

13, 14, 15, 
16, 88

Veneer log High quality logs that are rotary peeled or 
sliced to produce sheets of veneer.

2

Walkover 
techniques

Timber extraction or snigging without 
removing or unduly disturbing the 
existing natural groundcover, i.e. where 
no snig track construction involving soil 
disturbance is required.

2

Wet summer Summer with above average rainfall 
persisting through the summer period.

37, 64, 66, 
68

Wetland Includes any shallow body of water 
(such as a marsh, billabong, swamp or 
sedgeland) that is:

inundated cyclically, intermittently or  »
permanently with water

vegetated with wetland plant  »
communities.

19




