
Williamtown Contamination Expert Panel Meeting #1 

23 September 2015 – 2-3 pm 

OCSE, Level 47 – Jumbunna and Eora Room – MLC Centre 

19 Martin Place, Sydney 

Attendees  

 Mary O’Kane, Chair - NSW Chief Scientist and Engineer                  

 Edward Jansson, Acting Director - Food Science and Strategy (NSW Food Authority)              

 Wayne Smith, Director - Environmental Health Branch (NSW Health)                             

 Doug Ferrell , Director – Fisheries Analysis (DPI – Fisheries)                          

 Anna Bailey, Acting Director - Groundwater Management (DPI – Water) (phone)                      

 Adam Gilligan, EPA Manager – Hunter Region  (EPA – Regional Office)                 

 Craig Lamberton, EPA Direction – Hazardous Incidents and Environmental Health (EPA – 

Contaminated Sites)     

 Darren Cleary - Chief Operating Officer (Hunter Water Corporation)      

 Klaus Koop – Director  Environment  Protection Science Branch (Expert in environmental 

toxicology)      

 Matthew James, EPA Acting Head Non-metro Contaminated Sites Unit (Secretary)           

 David Durrheim, Director Health Protection, NSW Health 

 Chris Armstrong, Director, NSW Government Chief Scientist 

 Bill Tatnell, Regional Coordinator Hunter, DPC 

 Lauren Spring, Operations Officer, EPA 

 Nelma Akhund, Snr Operational Policy Officer, EPA 

Note: Alison Jones – Executive Dean, Professor (Expert in clinical toxicology) was not 

required/attend but was available         

Minutes  

                                

1. Welcome and Introduction 

Welcome by the Expert Panel Chair, Mary O’Kane 

Introduction Presentation: Overview of the EPA’s regulation of legacy contamination and issues 

related to emerging contaminants. (Attachment 1) 

An overview of PFOS/PFOA as a persistent and emerging contaminant was provided by NSW 

Health. Limited human health toxicology data for these emerging chemicals.  Members noted the 

primary pathway for human exposure is via drinking water and the consumption of fish.  The 

current precautionary closures are based on preliminary risk assessment screening of information 



recently provided and indicates there are pathways to tolerable daily intake exceedances. A 

precautionary principle has been taken in this context.  

 

2. Terms of Reference and Expert Panel Membership  

Members noted the ToR announced by the Government, and the nominated representatives.  

Members agreed subcommittees of the Expert Panel are required to complete specialised tasks, 

consult with independent experts and report recommendations back to the Expert Panel for 

consideration.  Subcommittee membership and a protocol will need to be established as tasks 

become clearer.  

The Panel considered that the participation of Defence and its consultants would be valuable in 

maintaining clear communication, and whilst not a formal member of the Panel, Defence and 

AECOM should be invited to attend on an ‘as required’ basis as observers.  

The Panel confirmed Prof Alison Jones as the Clinical Toxicologist, and suggested approaching an 

Environmental Toxicologist for membership.  FASANZ to be invited to contribute on the Panel.  The 

Panel would seek a hydrologist with expertise in groundwater dynamics in the Williamtown region.  

DPI- Ag should provide a departmental representative. 

The TOR and recent correspondence from the NSW Government to Defence in relation to the 

further investigations required, along with the final minutes of the Expert Panel should be hosted 

on the EPA website.  

ACTION 1:  Hunter Water, DPI and EPA to investigate a suitable Hydrologist and report back 

to the Panel.  DPI – Foodsafe to invite FASANZ to contribute.  EPA to post required 

documents on its website.  DPI – Ag to provide a representative. 

 

3. Community Consultation 

A Community Reference Group (CRG) is being formed to provide a liaison mechanism with the local 

community. The draft terms of reference for the CRG is currently being finalised (Attachment 2). 

Members noted the first meeting is on the 1st October with a subsequent meeting on the 8th 

October. There may be an opportunity to have a joint-meeting with the Expert Panel and the CRG 

on the 8th October.   

In order to receive community feedback there should be further investigation into using the ‘Have 

Your Say’ webpage or similar. This feedback mechanism would enhance other existing mechanisms 

such as the Defence Hotline and existing agency call centres.  

It was agreed that a “Response Plan” summarising actions being taken by Commonwealth, Council 

and NSW agencies would be valuable. 

ACTION 2: EPA and DPC to investigate the best mechanism to collect community feedback for 

Williamtown t such as through the ‘Have Your Say’ web page, and to progress a Response Plan 

of current actions. 

4. Compensation 



Members agreed that the “polluter pays” principle should apply and there should be further 

discussions with the Department of Defence outside of the Panel to expedite their assistance to the 

affected community.   

ACTION 3: DPC, EPA and DPI to investigate compensation issues outside of the Panel.  

5. Incoming NSW Sampling Results 

a. Biota 

Members noted one round of oyster sampling results has been received. Further biota and oyster 

sampling, including control samples have been collected. It is considered that an appropriate 

amount of biota and oysters have been sampled, pending results from the external laboratories.  

One bore water sample has been received with another sample taken to confirm results.  

Defence/AECOM has committed to delivering their draft Sampling Plan (SAQP) to EPA by 2nd 

October 2015.  

Members noted the commercial oyster and fishing industry is affected by the precautionary 

closures and where possible early advice on the future of the closures is highly desirable.  

The first round of oyster sampling results have been received and presented to the Expert Panel by 

DPI.  It was agreed a sub-group of DPI, Foodsafe, NSW Health and Prof Alison Jones would review 

the results and provide recommendations, (including relevant standards for ecosystem protection 

and human consumption), back to the Expert Panel for consideration at its next meeting.  The sub-

group would also develop some commentary around the interpretation of the results, further 

investigation needs and public messaging of any recommendations. 

The oyster depuration study will also contribute to the understanding of the fate of PFCs, and these 

results should be available in October.   

ACTION 4: Oyster Subcommittee to write a report to provide advice in relation to oyster 

consumption and recommendations in relation to the interim oyster ban. (developed for 

Friday 25th) 

b. Surface Water 

Members noted sampling results of surface waters can be highly variable due to influence of local 

rainfall events and interaction with groundwater.  Members agreed an expert hydrologist is 

required to assess the water movement in the area to assist with contaminant fate and transport 

modelling. The Stage II URS report has very little data on surface water. 

ACTION 5: EPA to work with DPI and HWC in undertaking surface water sampling within the 

investigation area.  

6. Other Business 

a. Blood Testing 

Members noted that some members of the community had been requesting health assessment and 

blood tests for PFOS.  NSW Health advised that overseas studies had indicated that low levels of 

PFOS could be found in most of the population and that it considers that blood testing has no 

diagnostic value and that this is no viable methodology to test for the exposure of PFOS/PFOA in 



humans.   Prof. Wayne Smith and Prof Alison Jones to prepare a brief paper on this for the next 

meeting.  The FAQs from NSW Health would address this issue.  

ACTION 6: NSW Health and Prof Alison Jones to prepare a short paper for the next Panel 

meeting.   

 

b. NATA Accreditation 

Members noted that there may be limitations on the NATA accreditation of laboratories for PFOS.  

The OEH representative to provide advice on suitable methodology and laboratories for these 

analyses.  

ACTION 7: OEH to investigate NATA accreditation and methodology for the PFC analysis, 

providing a paper for the next meeting.  

c. Regulation  

The Panel noted the EPA is considering the legal viability of issuing a Cleanup Notice under the 

POEO Act to Defence to expedite the implementation of controls to prevent ongoing migration of 

PFCs from the Williamtown Base.    The EPA would be seeking the Panel’s input to such decisions.  

7. Forward Agenda – next meeting 

Next meeting date confirmed for Wednesday 30 September 2015. This will be held in MLC Centre 

at 9:00 am.   The subsequent meeting would be on Friday 2 October at 0900. 

 


