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NSW Chief Medical Officer Kerry Chant said wood heaters
are so detrimental to health she supports banning and
phasing them out in built-up urban areas. When Launceston
residents became aware of the health damage from
woodsmoke, the vast majority chose to switch to non-
polluting heating. 
As a result, wintertime deaths from respiratory disease fell
by by 28% and cardiovascular disease deaths by 20%. Year
round, for men, the reductions were 23% (respiratory), 18%
(cardiovascular) and 11.4% (all deaths).
The most health-hazardous pollutant in our air (responsible
for more premature deaths than any other pollutant) is PM2.5
pollution - fine particles less than 2.5 millionth of a meter
that penetrate the deepest recesses of our lungs where they
can enter the bloodstream and transport toxins to every organ
of the body including the brain. 
The Clean Air for NSW Consultation paper shows that
(despite being used as the main heating by less than 5% of
households in Sydney) residential wood heating emits more
PM2.5 in Sydney than any other human activity. 
The NSW EPA should therefore implement the NSW Chief
Medical Officer's recommendation not to allow new wood
heaters in urban areas, require existing wood heaters to be
removed before houses are sold, and ensure that remaining
heaters are phased out within 7 years. The policy should
include effective education programs to alert families to the
health damage from woodsmoke pollution and the low cost



of non-polluting alternatives. It should also protect residents
affected by other people's woodsmoke and provide financial
assistance for low-income families to switch to non-polluting
heating.
The consultation paper has many useful strategies - replacing
2-stroke garden equipment, encouraging cycling and walking
(and ideally encouraging lighter vehicles in preference to
SUV in urban areas), tackling off-road diesel emissions,
reducing the health impacts of hazard-reduction and other
open burning, minimizing emissions from coal-fired power
stations and strengthening the mine rehabilitation
framework. 
This submission concentrates on wood heating because
current policies are failing. Families who buy new wood
stoves have no idea that the the current 'standard' of 2.5 g/kg
is so lax that the average new wood heater emits more
pollution per year than 300 diesel SUV and has estimated
health costs of $3,700 per year in Sydney. Policies based on
the chief medical officer's recommendation are the quickest
and most cost-effective way to clean up our air and prevent
hundreds of premature deaths every year.
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