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EPA Air Policy
PO Box A290
Sydney South, NSW 1232

To whom it may concern

Re: Clean air for NSW submission feedback
As a representative of Armidale Action on Coal Seam Gas and Mining (AACSGaM),
I thank you for the opportunity to contribute to this important discussion. AACSGaM
was formed by concerned citizens of Armidale and surrounds in response to the



degradation of our environment by coal seam gas and coal mining, and the long-
term environmental impacts.

AACSGaM is extremely concerned about air quality issues associated with coal
mining and coal mining expansion. Of particular concern are:
• increases in dangerous particulate matter;
• uncovered stockpiles and coal train wagons;
• air pollution associated with vehicles engaged in extractive mining and
transportation from dust;
• the impact of toxic emissions from the increased number of diesel engine vehicles
associated with mining;
• emissions from coal fired power stations;
• inadequate and misleading data reporting by mining companies;
• impacts on our greenhouse and climate change commitments.

Coal mining generates high levels of harmful coarse (PM10) and fine (PM2.5)
particle pollution from coal blasting, mining, loading, transportation and uncovered
coal wagons. Coal-fired power stations are also significant sources of fine particles.
Coal is responsible for up to 90% of all particle pollution in coal mining regions, and
according to the National Pollutant Inventory (2013-2014), was responsible for 47%
of all coarse particle (PM10) emissions nationally (Whelan J., 12 January 2016
http://www.cleanairaction.net.au/australians_worried_about_coal accessed 19
January, 2017).
Recent studies have shown that mining companies, which are expected to self-
monitor with little regulatory input, are gathering and releasing data which is
unreliable (Hannam P. 22 August, 2016 http://www.smh.com.au/environment/wildly-
in-error-dodgy-coal-pollution-data-fans-demand-for-independent-control-20160818-
gqvhat.html accessed 19 January, 2017). It is essential that fossil fuel companies
are compelled to accurately record compliance air quality data and be fully
accountable for the pollution they generate. Current regulatory practice is
inadequate; immediate action is required from Government if it is serious about air
quality.

Committing to working to limit human-induced climate change and control
greenhouse gas emissions goes hand-in-hand with clean air.
Steps must be taken to dramatically reduce emissions by phasing out fossil-fuel as
soon as possible and not countenancing any new mines. To allow continued
pollution, even with fee compensation payments by polluters, is ludicrous. Clean air
is one of the basic rights for all living organisms.

Regards

Kerri Clarke

On behalf of AACSGaM, an action group of Sustainable Living Armidale
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