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WOOD SMOKE
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MULTIFACETED STRATEGY
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•Council grants
•Rebates 

•Collaboration with 
research bodies

•Better designed wood 
heaters

•Community awareness
•Council support
•Media

•Standards
•Audits
• POEO Act powers
•Smoke abatement notices
•Planning instruments

Regulation 
and 

Enforcement
Education

Economic 
incentives

Collaborative 
Research



EMISSIONS IN THE SYDNEY GMR

4

0

1,000

2,000

3,000

4,000

5,000

6,000

7,000

8,000

2003 2008 2013

PM
2.

5
em

is
si

on
s 

(to
nn

es
/y

ea
r)

Year

PM2.5 GMR emissions from wood combustion from 2003 to 2013



WOOD SMOKE IN SINGLETON 2012
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Annual, 14% Summer, 0% Autumn, 14% Winter, 38% Spring, 4%
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WOOD SMOKE IN MUSWELLBROOK 2012
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Annual, 30% Summer, 0% Autumn, 28% Winter , 62% Spring, 5%
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WHY THE HUNTER VALLEY?
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SOCIAL RESEARCH

• Objectives
• Understand public attitudes about 

impacts of wood smoke
• Understand heating choices
• Recommendations for education 

approach

8



LACK OF AWARENESS
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Wood smoke's a problem even where
there's lots of other pollutants

Small particles are the health problem

Chimney smoke can harm my family's
and neighbours' health

Don't know/ refused Strongly disagree Disagree

Neither agree nor disagree Agree Strongly agree



Previous campaigns

10



11



MYTH BUSTERS
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CLEAN AIR FOR NSW

• Feedback from trials in Singleton & 
Muswellbrook

• Roll out material to all NSW councils
• Feedback from Summit
• Continued investigation by the EPA into the 

optimal approach for NSW
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ANIMATIONS
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